g 46                                               M A H A T M A
non-co-operation. A voluntary withdrawal alone is a test of popular
feeling and dissatisfaction. Advice to the soldiers to refuse to serve
is premature. It is the last, not the first step. We should be entitled
to take that step when the Viceroy, the Secretary of State and the
Premier leave us. Every step withdrawing co-operation has to be
taken with the greatest deliberation. We must proceed slowly so as
to ensure retention of self-control under the fiercest heat."
March 19, the day of protest, was a great success and passed off
peacefully. Gandhi, moving a historic resolution at the Khilafat
meeting held in Bombay, said:
"Our resolution divides itself into four parts. The first part consists
of a protest and a prayer. It protests against violent and irresponsible
agitation set up in England in connection with the Khilafat question,
and appeals to the ministers and other statesmen to dissociate them-
selves from this agitation and reassure us of the fellow-feeling of the
people of the United Kingdom by securing an honourable settle-
ment consistent with the just religious sentiments of the Muslims of
India. The second part warns those concerned that an adverse
solution is likely to eventuate in complete withdrawal of co-operation
from the Government and will put an undue strain upon Indian
loyalty, and if such a step unfortunately becomes a necessity there is
likely to be excitement. The third part of the resolution warns the
people in the most emphatic language against violence of speech or
deed and gives it as the opinion of this great meeting that any
exercise of violence is calculated to injure the sacred cause and to do
irreparable harm. So far the resolution is a joint transaction between
the Hindus, Muslims and others to whom this great land is their
mother country or their adopted home.
" And it commits the joint movement to a policy of non-violence
in the course of the struggle. But Muslims have special Koranic
obligations in which Hindus may or may not join. They, therefore,
reserve to themselves the right, in the event of the failure of non-
co-operation cum non-violence, in order to enforce justice, to resort
to all such methods as may be enjoined by the Islamic scriptures. I
venture heartily to associate myself with this resolution. I consider
the resolution to be thoroughly respectful and moderate in tone. I
see on the platform Shias and Sunnis, Hindus and Parsis, all joined
together in respectful demonstration. Complete closure of the great
Hindu cloth market and Hindu houses are an eloquent testimony